Diocese of Sacramento
Employment/Ministry in the Church
Pre-Application Statement

“Go out to the whole world and
Proclaim the Good News to all creation.”
(Mark 16:15)

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE DIOCESE OF SACRAMENTO

We, the People of God of the Catholic Diocese of Sacramento, guided by the
Holy Spirit, are called by Christ to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom of
God through prayer, praise and sacraments and to witness the Gospel values
of love, justice, forgiveness and service to all.

All Christ’'s faithful, by virtue of their baptism, are called by God to contribute to the sanctification and
transformation of the world. They do this by fulfilling their own particular duties in the spirit of the Gospel and
Christian discipleship. Working in the Church is a path of Christian discipleship to be encouraged. Those who
work for the Church continue the mission and ministry of Christ. Their service is unique and necessary for the
life and growth of the Church. This has been our tradition from the beginning, as echoed in the words of St.
Paul who worked with and relied on other men and women in the work of spreading the Gospel. St. Paul was
known to acknowledge and thank them, at times calling them, “my co-workers in Christ Jesus” (Romans 16:3-
16).

The Church needs the services of dedicated lay persons who have a clear knowledge and proper understanding
of the teachings of the Church and a firm adherence to those teachings, and whose words and deeds are in
conformity with the Gospel. All who seek employment or ministry in the Church are expected to continue their
formation and their willingness to learn and grow and to deepen their desire to serve the Lord with excellence
and generosity. Those employed by the Church in our Catholic schools, parishes and institutions, as co-
workers in the vineyard of the Lord, are rightly expected to be practicing Catholics whose faith is an essential
part of their daily lives and who patrticipate fully in the communal worship and life of the Church.

We recognize that persons who are non-Catholic Christians are also called by the Lord to stand before the world
as a witness to his life and resurrection. We, therefore, welcome collaboration with such persons of good faith
who share our Catholic vision on important social, moral and ethical issues. It is important for anyone interested
in collaborating with us in our work and ministry to have an understanding of the Catholic Church and her
teachings.

What is the Church?

The Church is the People of God, Christ’s Faithful, whom God calls and gathers from every part of the earth.
They form the assembly of those who, through faith and baptism, have become children of God, members of the
Body of Christ, and temples of the Holy Spirit. The Diocese is a geographical portion of that People of God
entrusted to a bishop for him to shepherd with the cooperation of the priests, so that, adhering to its pastor and
gathered by him in the Holy Spirit, through the Gospel and the Eucharist, it constitutes “a particular church” in
which the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church of Christ is truly present and operative (cf. 1983 Code of
Canon Law, c. 369). The Bishop is the chief shepherd and teacher of his diocese, responsible for ensuring that
his valued co-workers in ministry are well prepared and competent to carry out their ministerial roles and
functions.
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